
PFS2 


PREFACE 


The second Philly Free School Flickr set is distinguished from the first for two major 
reasons- for the “Montreal trio” of Mary Harju photographs, which show her absolutely to best 
advantage, and for the emergence of Jeremy Eric Tenenbaum as a major American 
photography artist in his own right. I took the Mary Harju Montreal trio myself; and, in doing 
so, stumbled upon a quiddity- that with a muse as ravishing as Ms. Harju is, and with a 
backdrop as scintillating as the nicer bits of Montreal in the summertime, it can be difficult to 
miss. Mary and I enjoyed most of our time in Montreal- even as our travel approaches (as 
always) clashed. I wanted to do the bohemian/beatnik routine- sit around in cafes on the Rue 
St. Catharine, the Rue St. Denis, and other places on the Plateau, write, and just “vibe” the 
whole city. Mary wanted to be a conventional tourist, sightsee, and not miss any of the most 
vaunted Montreal attractions. As was my wont, I gave in, and we saw the sights. The Montreal 
trio is the result of Mary’s predilections- it never would’ve occurred to me to visit the 
Botanical Gardens or the represented segment of the Rue St. Denis- and she booked our bare- 
bones accommodations on the Rue St. Catharine. I can’t say Mary’s approach didn’t turn out 
well (though we certainly weren’t vacationing just to do photo shoots), but I’ll always wonder 
what we would’ve encountered if we’d just sat around in cafes and maybe met some Montreal 
artists. 

As for Jeremy— some of the shots included here, like “Two Girls in a Bed,” are 
staggering. They catch the very particular savoir faire Jeremy had around youth, charm, 
innocence (in some ways, privileged over experience in his accustomed aesthetic), certain 
notions and versions of “quirk” (always bordering on “kink” without spilling over into it), and a 
tender approach to human subjects (like Mike Land). The two “landscape shots” of 
Philadelphia, one taken in Manayunk and one in South Philly, also highlight the flair Jeremy has 
for ambience, and picking it (seemingly) out of the air, from the position (as Jeremy often was) 
of the consummate flaneur. The Montreal trio are more dramatic and emotional than Jeremy’s 
cache here- my shots of Mary have the dynamic of heavy sensuality and “experience” built 
into them. The dynamic of innocence and experience is an important one for PFS- if the better 
things we created have adolescence and post-adolescence edged out of them (and Jeremy’s 
loving eye is nonetheless an objective one), it’s because, separately and together, we lived and 
we learned. Mary, seen here, in her Montreal “Eden,” signifies. 

Some of the miscellaneous shots are also interesting- Linder Ranieri’s 2000 shots of me 
in my “rockist” phase— investigating precursor models like Peter Murphy and Ziggy Stardust-era 
David Bowie, playing around. For the sake of heft, I’ve included Abby’s “Lost Twins” and 
“Learning to Dance.” I also couldn’t resist including the wonderful anonymous shot of Dawn 
Ananda Hulton on stage with The Nooses in a sleeveless tee-shirt. The whole tenor of PFS2 is 
more honed than the first- only slightly more than half the size, more focused on people and 
less on places. Nonetheless, I thought it expedient to include a shot of 4325 Baltimore Avenue 
in West Philly, where Mary lived in the early Aughts, and where Abby and I half-lived too. If I 
had a decent shot of 154 North 21 st Street, where I lived at the time and where Mary half-lived, 

I would include it. We captured only so much and, being young and heedless, forgot the rest. 

We could’ve been more diligent, but methinks the cavalier level of PFS works, because little 
we did was forced. 


Adam Fieled, 2013 



“MARY HARJU ON THE RUE ST. DENIS, 2003” (ADAM FIELED) 



“MARY HARJU IN THE MONTREAL BOTANICAL GARDENS, 2003” (Adam 

Fieled) 




“MARY HARJU ON THE RUE ST. CATHARINE, 2003” (Adam Fieled) 



“TWO GIRLS IN A BED” (Jeremy Eric Tenenbaum) 




“ADAM FIELED IN NORTH HALLS, PSU, STATE COLLEGE ‘94” (Kelly McCabe) 







“PORTRAIT: MIKE LAND” (Jeremy Eric Tenenbaum) 




“PORTRAIT: DAWN ANANDA HULTON” (Anonymous) 





“THE LOST TWINS” (Abby Heller-Burnham) 




“PORTRAIT: ADAM FIELED ON PINE STREET, 2000” (Linder Ranieri) 



“AT THE MANAYUNK TRAIN STATION” (Jeremy Eric Tenenbaum) 



“LEARNING TO DANCE” (Abby Heller-Burnham) 




“PORTRAIT: MIKE LAND AT THE DIVE, SOUTH PHILLY” (Jeremy Eric 

Tenenbaum) 



“ADAM FIELED, MARY HARJU ET AL. AT STAIN BAR, WILLIAMSBURG, 
BROOKLYN, ‘07” (Anonymous) 



“MARY HARJU WITH FRIEND, 4325 BALTIMORE AVENUE, WEST 
PHILADELPHIA” (Anonymous) 



“PORTRAIT: MELISSA SODANO IN BARTOW, FLORIDA” (Anonymous) 



“PORTRAIT: ADAM FIELED NEAR THE PMA IN 2000” (Linder Ranieri) 



“4325 BALTIMORE AVENUE, WEST PHILADELPHIA” 





“SOUTH PHILLY POWER LINES” (Jeremy Eric Tenenbaum) 





